
City of Maitland - Community Development
Building Safety & Code Compliance Division

OWNER/ BUILDER DECLARATION
Phone#: 407-539-6248                   Address: 1776 Independence Lane, Maitland, FL  32751                      Fax#: 407-539-6275

Owner/ Builder of one or two-family dwellings or owners occupying commercial buildings where work will cost under $125,000 are exempt from
licensing regulations as set forth in Florida Statutes, Chapter 489 when acting as their own contractor and providing all material supervision
themselves and when for their own use and occupancy and not offered for sale or lease.

This section of Chapter 489 does not exempt any person who is employed by such owner and who acts in the capacity of a contractor.  To qualify
for exemption under the subsection, an owner must personally appear and sign the building permit application and the owner/ builder notice.

The City of Maitland Building Official may require a person applying for a permit under owner/ builder exemption to demonstrate competency in
the work for which a permit is requested, prior to the permit being issued.  (Reference Attorney General Opinion, AG 83-4.)

In addition, the owner becomes liable and responsible for the employees he/ she hires to assist in the construction project.  The responsibility
includes, but may not be limited to the following:

A. Workmen's Compensation:  For workmen injured on the job.
B. Social Security Tax (F.I.C.A.):  Must deduct from employee's wages and match with owner's fund.
C. Unemployment Compensation:  May or may not be required.
D. Public Liability Insurance
E. Federal Withholding Tax

When sub-contractors (plumbers, electricians, roofers, etc.) are used the owner/ builder must be certain they are licensed professionals and they
must obtain their own permits.

Chapter 455.228 of the Florida Statutes requires that when the Department of Professional Regulation of the State of Florida has a probable
cause that any person has aided and abetted the unlicensed practice of a profession by employing such unlicensed person, the department may
issue and deliver a cease and desist notice to that person.  In addition or in lieu of the cease and desist notice the department may seek a civil
penalty of $500.00 to $5,000.00 for each offense.

State law requires construction to be done by licensed contractors.  You have applied for a permit under an exemption to that law.  The
exemption allows you, as the owner of your property, to act as your own contractor with certain restrictions even though you do not have a
license.  You must provide direct, onsite supervision of the construction yourself.  You may build or improve a one-family or two-family residence
or a farm outbuilding.  You may also build or improve a commercial building, provided your costs do not exceed $125,000.  The building or
residence must be for your own use or occupancy.  It may not be built or substantially improved for sale or lease.  If you sell or lease a building
you have built or substantially improved yourself within 1 year after the construction is complete, the law will presume that you built or
substantially improved it for sale or lease, which is a violation of this exemption.  You may not hire an unlicensed person to act as your contractor
or to supervise people working on your building.  It is your responsibility to make sure that people employed by you have licenses required by
state law and by county or municipal licensing ordinances.  You may not delegate the responsibility for supervising work to a licensed contractor
who is not licensed to perform the work being done.  Any person working on your building who is not licensed must work under your direct
supervision and must be employed by you, which means that you must deduct F.I.C.A. and withholding tax and provide workers' compensation
for that employee, all as prescribed by law.  Your construction must comply with all applicable laws, ordinances, building codes, and zoning
regulations.  [Reference :  FSS 489.103 (2008)]

I hereby declare that I am the owner of the below listed property on which I am applying for a permit authorizing me to make physical
improvements.

I hereby declare that I do not intend to sell or lease any portion of this property for one year from the date of completion of the work.

I hereby declare that the information provided on the accompanying permit application is true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have read the foregoing and that the facts stated in it are true.

Signature of Building Official
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